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Launch Meeting of the study on  
 

“Access to Justice and Legal Aid in the Mediterranean partner countries’  
 

Brussels (BE), 27 September 2010 
 
 

AGENDA   
 
 

09.00–09.30 Registration of participants 
  
09.30–09.45  Welcome speech  
 Anna ABARIOTOU, Head of Sector in charge of the EuroMed Justice II Project, 

Unit A3 “Centralised Operations for Europe, the Mediterranean and Middle-East”, 
DG EuropeAid Co-operation Office, European Commission, Brussels 

 
09.45–10.00 Andrés SALCEDO VELASCO, Judge, Team Leader of the EuroMed Justice II 

Project, Barcelona 
 
10.00-10.30  Presentation of the conclusions adopted during the meetings of Working 

Group 1 on Access to Justice and Legal Aid. 
José María FERNÁNDEZ VILLALOBOS, Judge, Course Manager of the 
EuroMed Justice II Project, Barcelona  

 
 
10.30-11.00 Coffee break 
 
 
11:00-12.00 Presentation of the methodology and the draft questionnaire for the study 

on Access to justice and legal aid in the Mediterranean partner countries  
Julien L’HUILLIER, Expert, EuroMed Justice II Project 
 

12.00-12.15     Break 
 
12.15-13.00 Round table and discussion  
 
13.00-14.30 Lunch  
 
14.30–15.30 Work plan for carrying out the study on Access to justice and legal aid in 

the Mediterranean partner countries. 
                         Timeframe and organisation of activities. 

Dania SAMOUL, Expert, EuroMed Justice II Project 
 

15.30-16.00       Round table and discussion  
 
  
16.00-16.30    Closure of the meeting  

 Anna ABARIOTOU  
   

 
 

Project funded by the 
European Union 



 
Objectives  
 

Study on “Access to justice and legal aid in the Mediterranean partner countries” 
 
 

The recommendations approved during the meetings of the Project’s component “Access to 
Justice and Legal Aid” have shown that it is necessary to devise new evaluation mechanisms and 
to collect statistical information in order to get a real and current picture of the situation regarding 
access to justice and legal aid in the Meda area. This picture will then make it possible to identify 
the main shortcomings and map out the problems encountered in these fields. 
 
Any such undertaking should take account of the work carried out at European level by 
institutions such as the European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ). Reports 
drawn up by this commission have demonstrated that when quantitative figures and information 
are available from the various countries in question, one can get a comparative perspective that 
provides very useful information on the main issues under review. This, in turn, makes it possible 
to understand and identify the main features of the sector addressed by this study and the main 
difficulties all countries are facing. 
 
The aim of this study is thus a data collection process which should result in an inventory of the 
situation in the field of access to justice and legal aid, based on the received information. At a 
later stage, such information will enable us to identify the major problems faced by all countries 
considered in the study.   
 
The study report should be a tool serving a common goal - expressed by the Mediterranean 
partners - of progress in the field of access to justice. However, the report should refrain from 
making any statements on the timeliness of the solutions developed and implemented in the 
different Mediterranean partners.  
 
Participation and commitment from participating countries and their justice administration are a 
key prerequisite and should be driven by voluntary cooperation. 
 
The meeting will offer an opportunity to present the methodology that should be applied to carry 
out the study as well as a draft questionnaire; these will then be discussed together with the 
National Focal Points and two experts per Mediterranean partner country. In this process, the 
national experts will be appointed by each partner country and they will have a role of permanent 
technical liaison for the execution of the study. 
 
These national experts should be appointed according to their position in their respective 
domestic administrative structure. They will contribute by way of suggesting methodological 
options and supplying data.  
 
Working methodology 
 
The launch meeting will be a plenary session. Given the high-level profile of the participants, the 
representatives of the Mediterranean partner countries should have an active role during the 
discussions. 
 
 
Participants 
 
Three (3) representatives per Mediterranean partner country. We think that it is essential that the 
meeting be attended by the National Focal Point plus two experts who have already taken part in 



the meetings of the Working Group on Access to Justice and Legal Aid held during the 1st phase 
of the Project. 
 
 
Working languages 
 
This launch meeting will take place in English, French and Arabic, with simultaneous 
interpretation through the meeting. 
 
 
Duration 
 
One day: 27 September 2010. 
 
 
Venue of the meeting and accommodation of the participants  
 

 
 

The meeting will take place at 
the: 
 

Hotel MARTIN’S  
CENTRAL PARK  

Boulevard Charlemagne, 80 
BE‐1000  Brussels  

Phone: +32 2 230 85 55  
 

where the MEDA participants 
will also be staying during the 

meeting 
 

 
 


